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12 Sqn meetsUFO
When world famous

JapanesecomposerTomita
brought his production

a giftto
Australia's Bicenten-

ary,he was facedwiththe
problemof suspendinga
"UFO" over SydneyHarbour
duringthe two hourlongper-
formance. "Sound Cloud"

was a musicalextravaganza

combining laserlights,a two

hundred voice choir,
Japanesedrummers,and the
Australianband Gondwana-

land,all
performing

on float-

ing bargeson FarmCove.
A Chinook crew from No

12 SquadronAmberley
happilytookon the taskof
suspendingthe 15ft diameter

doughnut-shapedsteel
"UFO"over the harbour,as
Tomita conductedthe show
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froma huge perspex pyramid

on the water below.The

"UFO", completewith
mysteriousflashinglights,
carriedbanksof speakersand
generatorsblastingout re-
cordedmusicas a

highlight

of
the performance.

The 12 SquadronChinook

was the onlysolution
to the

problemof how to suspend

the 1750kg weightof the

UFO at the rightheightand
for the requiredlengthof
time.

Rehearsals were carried

out in
conjunction

withthe
Japanesetechnicalcrew,
throughan

interpreter

— and
everything

wentall righton
the nightwiththe UFO look-

ing and soundingsuitably

futuristic
as it appearedto

"float"over the harbour.

A totalof 4069
Australian

pilotstrainedunderthe
schemein Canada,many
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flyingthe Harvard.

Thisyearis alsothe50th
anniversaryof the Harvard,

which derivedfrom the North

AmericanBT9, from which
also came the NA33 and sub-

sequentlythe Wirraway.

The Harvard'shistoryin
the RAAFis very abbrevi-

ated:during servicein Japan

under the BritishCommon-

wealth OccupationForces,

Below: FLGOFF Chris Hake

offershis cap to Japanese
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sound engineerMr Shigeo
Ohki,duringa breakin re-

hearsal.


